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His letters to Engels are a monotonous list of lamentations.
He was ill, his wife was ill, his children were ill; the butcher
and haker wished to be paid; his mother would do nothing fur-
ther for him. He came to take Engels's help as a matter of course3
and to pour out the catalogue of his troubles even at the
most inappropriate moments. Engels lived in a free union with
an Irish girl who was devoted to him., and whose sudden death
was a great blow to him. In reply to the letter announcing his
loss, Marx writes:
T)ear Engels: The news of Mary's death has both astonished
and dismayed me. She was extremely good-natured, witty, and
much attached to you. The devil knows that there is nothing but
trouble now in our circles. I myself can no longer tell whether
I am on my head or my heels. My attempts to raise some
money in France and Germany have failed, and it is only to
be expected that £15 would not hold off the avalanche more
than a week or two. Apart from the fact that no one will
give us credit any more, except the butcher and the baker (and
they only to the end of this week), I am harried for school
expenses, for rent, and by the whole pack. The few of them
to whom I have paid a little on account, have pouched it in a
twinkling, to fall upon me with redoubled violence. Furthermore,
the children have no clothes or shoes in which to go out. In a
word, there is hell to pay. . . . We shall hardly be able to keep
going for another fortnight. It is abominably selfish of me to
retail all these horrors to you at such a moment.  But the
remedy is homoeopathic. One evil will help to cancel the other.'1
Financial troubles continued to beset Marx until 1869, when
Engels (whose father was now dead) sold out his interest in the
business, paid Marx's debts (£210), gave him a settled income
of £350 a year, and himself came to live in London, with free-
dom at last to give all his time to Socialist work.
Throughout, Marx worked in the British Museum. In 1859 he
published his Critique of Political Economy, in 1867 the first
volume of Capital. The second and third were published by
Engels after his death. Pawnbrokers, family troubles, illnesses,
and deaths failed to distract him from the composition of his
magm&n opus*
Apart from his writing, Marx's only important work after 1849
was in connection with the International Working Men's Associa-
tion, the *First International.* This organization, in which Marx
1 Otto Riihle, op. cit.3 p. 225.

